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adopted by many English and Spanish seamen in the
sixteenth century.

At that time Sicily was under the actual supremacy
of the Byzantine Empire. As for Sardegna and
Corsica they were under its nominal supremacy. The
Franks had conquered Corsica, and Sardegna sought
their protection from the invaders. Although Muslim
expeditions had invaded these islands more than once
in the days of the Omayyads, they could not make per-
manent conquests, owing to their size and the distance
which separated them from the shores of Africa and
Spain and owing to the fact that these expeditions were
usually modest in their numbers and their nature.

But the Muslim fleets had attained at the beginn-
ing of the third century of the Hijra (ninth century
A.D.), in Africa and Andalusia a degree of strength
and equipment never attained before. The invasions
by the Normans of the Andalusian shores had obliged
the government of Cordova to prepare a fleet strong
enough to protect the ports and repulse the enemy.
Also the Aghlabites in Africa (Tunis) created naval
forces strong enough to protect its shores from the
attacks of the Byzantines, the Pisans and the Franks.
The Aghlabites dominated from Tunis, the centre of
the Mediterranean Sea, and their strong fleets sailed in
these waters between Calabria, Sardegna and Corsica,
and raided their shores. Sicily, on account of its size,
wealth and proximity of the African shore, appeared to
them a valuable easy prey, and therefore was the object
of their ambition awaiting opportunity to invade and
possess it.

The Muslim conquest of Sicily is a delightful
story, very much like a fairy tale. It was conquered by
a strange personality similar to those of the ancient
legends. The story of the conquest, as related by the